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15.540.040 Accessory dwelling unit design standards (ADU). 

A.    Purpose. 

1.    To provide infill housing opportunities throughout residential zones in Ellensburg; 

2.    To provide affordable housing options; and 

3.    To provide an opportunity for rental income for property owners. 

 

B.    Standards for All ADUs. An ADU is designed and established to be a separate dwelling unit that is 

accessory to a principal unit. ADUs can be attached to the primary dwelling or detached. ADUs differ 

from duplexes in the zoning districts where they are allowed and ADUs are subject to specific size and 

design criteria relative to the primary dwelling unit. ADUs shall not be subject to any more restrictive 

setback requirements, yard coverage limits, restrictions on entry door locations or aesthetic 

requirements than the principal unit. If standards conflict, the principal unit standards shall apply. 

 

Two accessory dwelling units are permitted on any lot of record in any zone that permits single-family 

dwellings and is currently developed with a principal unit provided all of the following conditions are 

met: 

1. ADUs shall not exceed 1,000 square feet of gross floor area. Gross floor area is the 

interior habitable area under the International Residential Code, including basements and 

attics, where they meet height minimums, but does not include a garage or accessory 

structure; and 

 

2. The presence of an accessory dwelling unit must be clearly identified on each entrance 

by proper numbering. 

 

C.    Additional standards for a Detached ADU (DADU). 

 

1.  DADUs may be separate freestanding structures located to the side or rear of a 

primary dwelling unit or may be placed next to and/or above a garage. Existing structures 

or garages can be converted to an ADU provided the conversion does not impact the ability 

for the principal unit to demonstrate consistency with current parking standards at the time 

of building application. This conversion shall not make a legal nonconforming structure or 

garage more nonconforming in relation to setback or building size; and 

 

2. There shall be a minimum separation of 15 feet between the existing dwellings and the 

DADU, except where the DADU is converted from an existing garage or structure or is built on 

top of and/or next to an existing garage or structure. 

 

[Ord. 4953 § 10&13, 2025; Ord. 4810 § 1, 2018; Ord. 4807 § 58, 2018; Ord. 4656 § 1 (Exh. O2), 2013.] 


