
 

 

WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT USING TEMPORARY TARP, TENT OR 
MEMBRANE STRUCTURES FOR 

OUTDOOR SEATING 

 
KVFR realizes the need for business owners to have outdoor seating and or work space and wants to 
work with them to come up with temporary solutions. Life safety concerns need to be addressed when 
supporting the use of tarp, tent and membrane structures. The following are our required guidelines for 
the use of tarp, tent and membrane structures to meet the requirements of the fire code. 
 

1. All tarp, tent, membrane structures will be for temporary use only unless permitted as a 
permanent structure. 
 

2. If the structure is 400 sq. ft. or less it will not require a permit. Regardless of permit status, the 
tarp, tent or membrane structure still need to comply with flammability standards. 
 

3. If the structure is more than 400 sq. ft. it will require a permit from the fire marshal. Regardless 
of permit status, the tarps/tents still need to comply with flammability standards. A permit is 
still required for inspection to verify life safety requirements. 
 

4. The tarp, tent or membrane structure must be labeled or have documentation of meeting either 
NFPA 701 or Cal State Fire Marshal for flame retardant material. 
 

5. No combustible materials are allowed under the tarp, tent or membrane structure. This includes 
hay, straw, wood chips etc. 
 

6. No open flame within 20’ of the tent, tarp, or membrane structure. This includes open flame 
heaters and wood or propane fire pits.    
 

7. If the sides of the structure are enclosed then the tarp, tent or membrane structure must 
comply with exiting requirements. 
 

8. Tents or membranes structures shall be adequately roped, braced and anchored to withstand 
the elements of weather and prevent collapsing. Business owner shall be prepared to remove 
the tent prior to predicted storm events.  



 

9. Fire extinguishers must be installed with a minimum 2A: 10BC rating. The fire extinguisher shall 
be mounted in a visible location with the top of the extinguisher not more than 5’ above grade. 
 

10. Smoking shall not be permitted in any tent or membrane structure. 
 

11. Emergency access to tents or membrane structures all adjacent structures must be maintained 
at all times. No route for ingress or egress to the property or any structure may be blocked.  
 

12. Generators shall not be located within tents or membrane structures. Refueling shall not occur 
within 20 ft. of tents or membrane structures. Fuel storage shall not be located closer than 50 ft. 
from tents or membrane structures.  
 

See examples of acceptable tarps and canopies. 
 

 

Example 1: 

 
 

 



 

Example 2: 

 

 

Tent/Membrane or Awning Heat sources 

 What is Not Approved?  

Per International Fire Code (IFC), the following heating devices are not approved for interior Tent use.  

IFC:  

Section 603.4.2.1.1 Prohibited Locations. The storage or use of portable outdoor gas-fired heating 

appliances is prohibited in any of the following locations:  

1. Inside of any occupancy where connected to a fuel gas container. (propane, natural gas or gasoline).  

2. Inside of tents, canopies and membrane structures.  

3. On exterior balconies.  

 

Section 3104.7 Open or exposed flame. Open flame or other devices emitting flame, fire, heat or any 

flammable or combustible liquids, gas, charcoal or other cooking device or any other unapproved 

devices shall not be permitted inside or located within 20 feet of the tent or membrane structures while 

open to the public unless approved by the fire code official.  



  

 

The above are examples of the types of heating units that are prohibited inside of tents. This list is not 

all inclusive but only an example of a few prohibited gas-fired heaters.  

*Approved for Exterior use only- Must be secured at the base to prevent tipping over.  

 

What Is Approved?  

All heating equipment used within the tent must be listed (approved) for that use. Most tent rental 

companies will have information on available equipment. 

Examples of allowed heating devices: 

• Electric Heaters with approved wiring. 

• Propane or natural gas Catalytic heaters (flameless) listed for use in membrane structures. 

• Ducted propane or Natural gas heaters for use in membrane structures. 

• Other heaters listed for interior use may be approved by the Fire Marshal. 

• LP gas containers shall be located outside of the tent or membrane structure.  

Exception: Portable containers not exceeding 5 gallons are not required to be separated 

provided they are secured to prevent displacement.  

 

Section 603.4.2.1.2 Clearance to buildings. Portable outdoor gas-fired heating appliances shall be 

located not less than 5 feet from buildings.  

Section 603.4.2.1.3 Clearance to combustible materials. Portable outdoor gas-fired heating appliances 

shall not be located beneath, or closer than 5 feet to combustible decorations and combustible 

overhangs, awnings, sunshades or similar combustible attachments to buildings.  

 



 

 

 

The above are examples of the types of heating units that are approved propane heaters for exterior use 

for tents. This list is not all inclusive but only an example of approved heaters.  

 

Propane heaters that are not  

 

 

Electric Heaters  

Section 604.10 Portable, electric space heaters. Where not prohibited by other sections of this code, 

portable, electric space heaters shall be permitted to be used in all occupancies in accordance with 

Sections 604.10.1 through 604.10.5.  



 604.10.1 Listed and labeled. Only listed an label portable, electric space heaters shall be used  

 604.10.2 Power supply. Portable, electric space heaters shall be plugged directly into an 

approved receptacle.  

 Extension cords. Use of Extension cords must be approved by a Licensed Electrician.  

 604.10.4 Prohibited areas. Portable, electric space heaters shall not be operated within 3 feet 

of any combustible materials. Portable, electric space heaters shall be operated only in locations 

for which they are listed.  

 

   

 

The above are examples of the types of heating units that are approved Electric heaters for interior use 

for tents. This list is not all inclusive but only an example of approved heaters. 

 

 

Catalytic Heaters. Propane or natural gas fueled catalytic heaters which heat by chemical reaction and 

have no combustion are allowed within a tent or canopy. Catalytic heaters must have UL or other NRTL 

listing, tip-over switch, and maintain clearances as required by the manufacturer, but in no case less 

than 3 feet from any persons or combustible material including the tent or sidewall fabric.  

 

                                                     

Catalytic Heater Examples 


