Code Interpretation PB-23

(Land Development Code)

Community Development Department
501 N. Anderson, Ellensburg, WA 98926 (509) 962-7239 (Building) (509) 962-7231 (Planning) comdev@ci.ellensburg.wa.us

15.110.060 Roles and responsibilities.

A.

The elected officials, appointed commissions, hearing examiner, and city staff share the roles and responsibilities for
carrying out the provisions of the LDC.

The city council is responsible for establishing policy and legislation affecting land use within the city. The city
council acts on recommendations of the reviewing body in legislative and quasi-judicial matters.

The planning commission is the designated planning agency for the city as specified by state law. The planning
commission is responsible for a variety of discretionary recommendations to the city council on land use legislation,
comprehensive plan amendments and certain quasi-judicial matters. The planning commission is the decision
making body for conditional uses. SEE ECC 15.250.040. The planning commission duties and responsibilities are
specified in the bylaws duly adopted by the planning commission.

The hearing examiner is responsible for certain quasi-judicial decisions designated by this title and the review of
administrative appeals.

The landmarks and design commission is the designated body responsible for certain quasi-judicial and legislative
decisions established by this title relating to properties identified as being on the Ellensburg Landmark Register.

The director shall have the authority to administer the provisions of the LDC, to make determinations with regard to
the applicability of the regulations, to interpret unclear provisions, to require additional information to determine
the level of detail and appropriate methodologies for required analysis, to prepare application and informational
materials as required, to promulgate procedures and rules for unique circumstances not anticipated within the
standards and procedures contained within the LDC, to decide all requests for non-landmark register departures
from the City’s design standards (See ECC 15.210.060 for “departure” provisions), and to enforce requirements.

The rules and procedures for proceedings before the hearing examiner, appointed review bodies, and city council
are adopted by ordinance and available from the city clerk’s office and the department.
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