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15.340.020 Home occupations.  

Home occupations shall be permitted in accordance with the use tables in ECC 15.310.040, subject to the following: 

A. There shall not be structural alteration that would alter the outward appearance from a residential to commercial 
nature to accommodate the occupation.  An example would be large storefront windows and/or a flat roof with a 
traditional cornice (see Figure 15.340.020 below); 

    

Figure 15.340.020.  Examples of commercial architecture that would not be appropriate for a home occupation 
in a residential zone. 

B. The use, including all storage space, shall not occupy more than 33 percent of the residence’s floor area which is 
finished for living purposes; 

C. Only members of the family who reside on the premises and no more than one non-resident shall be engaged in the 
occupation(s) at any one time; provided, that home occupations with a nonresident employee shall provide off-
street parking for the employee on site;  

D. There shall be no window display nor shall sample commodities be displayed outside the building; 

E. No materials or mechanical equipment shall be used which will have a negative impact on the residential area 
because of vibration, noise, dust, smoke, odor, interference with radio or television reception, or other factors; 

F. If materials or commodities delivered to or from the residence require delivery by a commercial vehicle larger than a 
small parcel delivery van or truck, or if the parking of customers’ automobiles in a manner or frequency causes 
disturbance or inconvenience to nearby residences, or if a public parking lot is necessary to accommodate the 
business, the occupation shall be termed a primary business and not a home occupation; 

G. If the proposed activity consists entirely of office procedures and tasks in support of a particular business, and 
furthermore involves no customer or delivery traffic to the residence in conjunction with the business, such activity 
shall be considered as an accessory residential use; 

H. For purposes of this section, use of the defined term “residence” contained in this code for the purpose of 
considering a home occupation in an accessory building shall be limited to single-family uses. Home occupations in 
multifamily dwellings shall be confined to the principal dwelling unit buildings and not be allowed in accessory 
structures; 
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I. Any home occupation granted would be personal to the person to whom it is granted and under no circumstances 
shall any home occupation be carried over as a result of a change in ownership of the business activity.  Prior to 
January 15 of each year the holder of the home occupation approval shall submit written notice to the community 
development department that they continue to operate the home occupation at the approved location and are in 
compliance with all home occupation requirements and any conditions that might have been imposed in granting 
such approval.  Failure to submit that annual written notice will result in immediate revocation of the approval; and 

J. Only one sign is permitted for a home occupation in a residential zone. 
 


